CH. vn]             QA'ANf A TIME-SERVER                   329

1270/1853-4. Two of his latest poems must have been
those which he wrote to celebrate the escape of Ndsiru'd-
Dfn Shdh from the attempt on his life made by three Babfs
on August 15, 1852, quoted in my Traveller's Narrative'1.

Qa'dnf is one of the most melodious of all the Persian
poets, and his command of the language is wonderful, but
he lacks high aims and noble principles. Not
only does he Batter great men while they are
in power, and turn and rend them as soon as
they fall into disgrace, but he is prone to indulge in the
most objectionable innuendo and even* the coarsest ob-
scenity. In numerous qastdas he extols the virtues and
justice of Hajji Mfrzd Aqisf2, the Prime Minister of Mu-
hammad Shah, but in a qasida in praise of his successor
Mfrza Taqi Khdn Amir-i-Kabir he alludes to the fallen
minister thus :

" In the place of a vile tyrant is seated a just and God-fearing man,
In whom pious believers take pride."

Of his innuendo the following is a good specimen :

1  Vol. ii, pp. 325-6.

2  Tihrdn ed. of 1302/1884-5, pp. 19, 35, 40, 41, 43, 70, 82, 94, 95, US,
123, 130 etc.